Peritonitis and empyema following the use of dextran in tubal operations.
Two patients developed severe bacterial sepsis with peritonitis and pleural empyema following tubal surgery. Intraperitoneal low-molecular dextran was used in both patients and hydrocortisone was administered perioperatively. The use of dextran in tubal surgery probably increases the risk of severe postoperative infection and should be avoided in susceptible patients. Prophylactic antibiotics may be indicated when dextran is administered.